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CALENDAR OFUPCOMING EVENTS
Sat-Sun, Feb 14-15
AIM Theory Exams, Levels 3-12.  SWIC and SIUE

Mon, Feb 16

Pick up AIM Exam Judging Sheets at Miller Music

Fri, Feb 20

GAE Meeting.  “Mom, It’s Your Turn to Practice: Teaching Adults” Darice Palmier, SWIC

Wed, Mar 18

Performance Exam Enrollment Deadline, all levels

Fri, Mar 20

GAE Meeting. “Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes. . .and Piano Posture”, Dr. Sean Toner, 




chiropractor. Lacefield Music.

Mar 28-Apr 1

MTNA National Conference.  Atlanta GA.

Sat-Sun, Apr. 18-19
AIM Performance Exams, all levels

Sun, Apr 26

AIM Performance Exams, all levels. (Note that only one Saturday is scheduled this year 




due to facility unavailability at SWIC).

Mon, Apr 27

Pick up AIM Exam Judging Sheets at Miller Music

Fri, May 15

GAE End of Year Luncheon Meeting. 11 AM.  
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NEXT MEETING FOR ADULTS ONLY!


(Adult students, that is.)  Darice Palmier, Department Chair of Music at Southwestern Illinois College, has been teaching adult students for many years, and in the process has developed a few tricks of the trade that she will share with us at our next meeting.  Your Gateway Arch MTA membership will get you admitted to this exclusive adult teachers’ club meeting on Friday, February 20 from 10 AM to Noon in Room 2300, the music department lab on the SWIC campus.  Her presentation is entitled, “Mom, It’s Your Turn to Practice: Teaching Adults”, so of course it is G-rated.  (“G” for Great topic!). Darice says, “I will talk about private and group teaching of adults, characteristics of adult students, problems and solutions for adult students, materials I like to use and if time, my favorite adult piano student story from an old GuildNotes magazine as well as some video of some current students.  I welcome collaboration so we can all share some of our favorite teaching strategies for adult students.”


If your student enrollments are shrinking, you might want to consider accepting adult students.  Nationwide, seniors are the fastest-growing segment of the piano teaching market.
AIM THEORY EXAMS for 2009


Students and teachers who are participating don’t need this reminder, but this year’s edition of AIM Theory Exams for Levels III-XII is scheduled February 14-15 at SWIC.  Good luck and good learning to everyone.

AIM ADVICE (Information from LeAnn Halvorson)


Please read the forward of the Syllabus! Focus on pages vii, viii, ix, x, xi, xii and xiii. This would make the exams much smoother, since it is very easy for teachers to miss or forget an important page concerning rules of AIM. 

I think it is important to share with students and parents the letter g. Grading information on page viii, so they know what a Passing Score is and they also see the breakdown of what we feel each grouping of scoring numbers means. I have had many parents ask me when a student has received a score in the 90's, "Is this a good score?" They need to know, "Yes, that is Fantastic. Great Job!" If the breakdown in the AIM scoring is shared with them, it will be very helpful.


 Also, on page viii is information about Awards, concerning why students receive Plaques and bars at levels IX and up. It is important to remember that both the Theory Scores and Performance Scores are averaged together. If the average of both the Theory and Performance tests is higher than 80, the student receives a Plaque at level IX, or bars to hang from that plaque at levels 10 and up. 

Just to make things much easier for Deb Meier, myself, and Susan Lipnick, please do not register Performance Exams until March. Only Levels III-XII participate in February Theory Exams.  Although all students need to be registered for Performance exams, only levels 1A-2 need to pay a fee in March because levels 3 and up have already paid their fees. Theory and Performance need to be two separate registrations. Please make all checks out to Gateway Arch East MTA, and send to the Chairman (LeAnn for February and Debbie for April) when registering your students. 

CHRIS GOLDSTON SCORES A BIG HIT


Composer Chris Goldston offered ideas, encouragement, and examples of his own, his students’ and his mother’s (the late Margaret Goldston) compositions at the last GAE meeting on January 9.  His presentation included a hands-on session with a high school student composer, Jacob Henss of Trenton.  Jacob, a student of Karen Koch, performed his latest composition, which he had presented to Karen as a surprise gift.  Chris offered some helpful ideas for Jacob as a budding composer to consider in editing his piece. Mr. Goldston has compositions published by Alfred Publishing Company and is now an exclusive composer for the FJH Music Company.  
CONCERTS AT SIUE (from Linda Perry)


Dolly Hsu, student of Linda Perry, will present her graduate piano recital in Collaborative Piano on Saturday, February 14, at 2:30 in Dunham Hall Theater. Among the works she will perform are Brahms Variations on a Theme by Haydn, Milhaud's Scaramouche, and Lutoslawski's Paganini Variations - all for two pianos.  Dolly will also perform with the SIUE Symphony Orchestra on March 6 as winner of the annual SIUE Concerto Competition.
ANNOUNCING OUR LATEST MEMBER CERTIFICATION.  .  .
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Congratulations to Barbara Kramer, NCTM, who received word on 2/8/09 that she had received  MTNA National Certification in Piano.  This is a true professional and personal achievement to be celebrated.

RECERTIFICATION MADE EASY (from Susan Lipnick)


MTNA has recently made the renewal process for teacher certification much easier.  Almost 40% of certified teachers coming up for renewal did not follow through, apparently because the process was so complicated. The National Certification Commission responded by simplification.  Susan reports, “As far as I can tell, following the end of the each teacher's current 5-year certification cycle, NCTM renewal will be required yearly BUT with only a form that will need to be filled out (instead of shipping all of the proof of documentation) and a $15/year renewal fee.  At the end of the teacher's 10th year of renewals (after the teacher has been a NCTM for 15 years like usual?), that teacher will attain Permanent Professional Certification Status and simply fill out an application and pay the renewal fee each year.”  This is good news.
PIANO MASTER CLASS AT McKENDREE


On Tuesday, March 31, McKendree University’s Hett Center will be the scene of a piano master class presented by concert pianist Orli Shaham.  Ms. Shaham is an internationally known artist, and happens to be the wife of David Robertson, Conductor of the St. Louis Symphony.  Rumor has it that at least two of the participating performers are current students of GAE members. The public is invited to the 6 PM event.

DICOUNTED TICKETS FOR MORMAN TABERNACLE CHOIR PERFORMANCE IN JUNE


The world famed Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Orchestra of Salt Lake City will present a concert at the Scottrade Center in St. Louis on Saturday, June 20 at 7:30 PM.  The Choir is on a tour of Midwest cities and will also perform in Kansas City, Omaha, Des Moines, Oklahoma City, Denver, and Cincinnati.  If you are interested in attending, please contact Amy Jo Sawyer for discounted tickets. Prices range from $27.00 - $57.00. Some sections are already sold out, so if you are interested she suggests you contact her right away.     

SCOTT JOPLIN RAGTIME COMPETITION FOR 2009


In the past, several GAE member students have been winners at the Friends of Scott Joplin Ragtime Piano Competition for youth.  This year’s event will be Saturday, May 9 at St. Louis Community College Forest Park.  Entries are due by April 18 along with a $10 fee.  Competition Groups are A (10-under), B1 (11-14 Novice), B2 (11-14 Classic, C (15-18).  More information is available at http://stlouis.missouri.org/501c/fsjoplin


KINGSBURY ENSEMBLE – THE PAST IN OUR PRESENT
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The Kingsbury Ensemble is one of the Midwest’s premier early music ensembles. Its mission is to stage authentic performances of music from the renaissance to the early romantic period so that listeners may experience this timeless music as its original audiences did. Their interesting upcoming performance is a celebration of Washington’s birthday (we cannot tell a lie!) with dance music, patriotic tunes, and operatic aria accompanied by libations and hors d’oeuvres at the Mansion, 3400 Russell Boulevard, St. Louis on Sunday February 22, 4 PM to 6 PM.  Cost is $30 and deadline is February 15.  Mail checks to The Kingsbury Ensemble, 6120 Kingsbury Avenue, St. Louis MO 63112.  314-862-2675. www.kingsburyensemble.org 
MUSIKGARTEN INFORMATION SESSION TO BE HELD IN SPRINGFIELD IL


If you have considered increasing your teaching to include young children, you may want to take advantage of a one day, 7-hour Musikgarten workshop on Saturday, March 28 at the Music Factory in Springfield, $115.00 including materials.  The workshop is designed to give attendees everything they need to get started teaching a parent/child class called “Dance with Me” for toddlers. According to their notice, “there will be a live demonstration class of children and parents, active participation in enough activities for 6 classes, and discussion of the children’s development as it pertains to their music learning. Additionally, we will demonstrate how the parent/child activities prepare the child to succeed in piano lessons or other future musical endeavors. . . .To register or to get more information about these workshops please call to speak with one of our staff at 1-800-216-6864”. www.musicgarten.org 

NEW MUSIC MATERIALS
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Wendy Stevens is a piano teacher in Kansas and a customer of Music Educators’ Marketplace.  Her website (www.wendyspianostudio.com ) includes several free teacher resources that have been cited previously in this newsletter.  Her current feature is a Snowman Game for note reading that can be printed out.  She recently informed me that Hal Leonard has just published her new Level 2 piece called “Twister” –a potential recital winner, particularly appealing to boys. It looks easy but sounds hard. My first student to hear it could hardly wait to learn it for himself.  Here’s an excerpt from a review by Susan Paradis:

Twister is an exciting, energetic piece with easy accidentals that  put it in C minor.  Since it is ingeniously written in ¾ time,  a late elementary student can get the  feel of 6/8 before he has reached that point in his lesson book. There are no eighth notes and  it  is mostly written hands separately in five finger positions.  Since Wendy is a piano teacher herself, she knows what students like and what they are able to play at this level. Your students will impress their family and friends with the fast sounding tempo, minor sound, and the broken C minor chords.  It is so much fun to play, your student will be happy there is a repeat and a long coda on the last page.
TIDBITS    


Marilyn Boyd is accepting new students, as she has lost several due to the economic situation.  If you wish to refer someone to her, her phone number is 618-363-2212.  


Amy Jo Sawyer recently performed on accordion in a concert in Mesa, Arizona.  She played in an accordion orchestra of 50 members, from 14 states, conducted by world famous jazz accordionist, Frank Marocco, of Los Angeles.  Amy Jo also performed two of her original works for two accordions with duet partner, Mary Tokarski, of Connecticut.  They were entitled “Squeezin’ Three Blues” (a jazz waltz / blues) and “Juntos” (tango).  

END 

